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September 14

SEAC Seminar
October 26
1-5p.m.

Annual Dinner

July’s General Meeting:

describe the FIXANA Finite Element Analysis
Program with applications for multiple anchors
and small edge distances. Product literature will

11 H 7 .
Your|| “HILTL, Inc. - Services Don’t Miss Out
Calendar || SEAC s pleased to announce our presenters at Upcoming General Meeting
the July 13 General Meeting will be Bill Gould ) _
General || and Ute Nestler of HILTL Inc. Billis the Hilti  Date: Thurs., July 13 @ 7:30a.m.
Membership || Regional Engineer and amember of SEAC. Ute Speaker(s): Bill Gould & Ute Nestler
Meetings || isHilti’s Numerical Simulation Specialist. HILTI, Inc.
(Breakfast 7:30 a.m.) Location:
January 20 || Bill will discuss their engineering services, Tech- ~Renaissance Denver Hotel
March 9 nical Manuals and Software, and recent devel- 3801 Quebec Street (south of the I-70 and
May 11 opments with post-installed anchors. Ute will ~ Quebec Street intersection)
July 13 Reservations:

Call Tonja Bradford at J.R. Harris & Co.
303-860-9021 or fax 303-860-9537 by

Review of May’s Meeting

In case you missed it, Don Logan’s (Stresscon, Inc.) presentation about the recent Earthquakes
in Turkey was well received at the April General Meeting. His controversial views generated a

large number of interesting questions.

i‘,l.zlc';,e:: be available at the meeting. noon on Monday, July 10, 1999.
Committee
Meetings .
@ereaktast 7302m) || New IBC 2000 Is Available
February 10
April 13 The new IBC 2000 has finally been printed and ing into the IBC. It is being developed based on
June 8 is available. The first impression is that it is BIG!  the Epcot Code (yep, Disney, Mickey Mouse,
August 10 The plan is to revise it on a three-year cycle. The and friends) and is somewhat similar to the
October 12 forward thinkers are therefore already having SBBC.
meetings for the 2003 update.
SEAC Board The fire officials have lots of influence in many
of Directors We all had high expectations that the coalition jurisdictions, so we need to be aware that it
Meetings involving all three model code groups would pro-  exists. NCSEA intends to be as active as pos-
(7:30 a.m.) duce a universally acceptable standard. Alas, it sible in its final development to minimize con-
February 17 is not yet to be. The NFPA has their own building  flicts with structural provisions of the IBC.
April 20 code, titled as NFPA 5000, and they aren’t buy-
June 15
August 17
October 19

Meeting “Just when we think we have developed a pretty workable seismic design method, our old planet
November 9 throws us a bunch of examples that don’t fit the mold.” Don and his research group will surely
6-9p.m. have more input about stiff buildings on soft soil for the design community to ponder in the future.
Thanks, Don!
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NCSEA News

The NCSEA has added an

Employment Opportunities

page to their website;
WWw.ncsea.com

They charge $100 prepaid for

up to 5 lines for 2 weeks.

September
Program

We are planning a combined meet-
ing with the local ACI chapter for
our September General Meeting.
The topic will be Concrete Speci-
fications. We expect to be up-
dated on how to get beyond the
boiler-plate to make them current
and applicable to the job at hand.

Dave’s Discourse
Jlfy

I recently had the privilege of visiting Egypt. It is a country with a
long and illustrious history, with some the world’s most immense
and finely made monuments. Cairo and Alexandria are large,
sophisticated cities with modern bridges and highrise buildings.
Egypt has a large, well-equipped military, and has great political
influence. It is the home of one of the world’s mightiest rivers with
the Aswan High Dam that generates plenty of energy to export. And
yet sadly, it is only a third world country, and a politically unstable
one at that. The modern and sophisticated is mixed indiscriminately
with squalor and decay.

I asked a doctor what criterion is used to label a country as “third
world.” His answer was an unhesitating, “The water is not safe to
drink.” Not only is it not safe to drink; it is not even safe to touch by
the time it flows through Cairo. It’s full of every imaginable kind of
pollution; and the air is no better. The water, the land and the air are
simply not taken care of.

When traveling the streets of Cairo, several observations were
unavoidable. Immense amounts of money are spent on monumental
projects, while much of the populous lives in poverty. The people
are peaceable and generally friendly. Streets are crowded 24 hours a
day, and traffic regulations are regarded as suggestions to be
followed only when convenient. The military are present in force
everywhere, with automatic weapons in hand. Government buildings
and the television station have especially heavy protection, with
armored vehicles parked in strategic locations. My impression was
that some of the people are not overly fond of their government, and
the government acts like it is under siege.

I share these thoughts in recognition of our Independence Day
season when we should remember the special situation we enjoy as
Americans. The water is safe to drink. We live in homes with central
heating and running water. The trash is collected. Our environmental
sensitivity has given us a quality of life often sacrificed in “third
world” countries in the pursuit of progress and status. We do not
have armed soldiers on every street corner.

We have a saying, “The price of democracy is eternal vigilance.”
The price of our “first world” standard of living has been a free
population voluntarily working together. Engineers such as our-
selves have had an important part in achieving our current status.
History has many examples of countries that held a pre-eminent
place for a while, and then faded when priorities were compromised.
It is important that we avoid resting on our laurels and remember our
professional responsibility to continue working for the public good.

ey oo/
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Worth a Laugh or Two . ..

In case you needed further proof that the human race is doomed through stupidity, here are some actual label instructions on consumer

goods.

1. On Sears hairdryer: “Do not use while sleeping” (Gee, that’s the only time I have to work on my hair.) \

2. On a bag of Fritos: “You could be winner!? No purchase necessary. Details inside.” (Evidently, the shop-

lifter special.)

3. On a bar of Dial soap: “Directions: Use like regular soap.” (And that would be how . . . ?)

4. On some Swanson frozen dinners: “Serving suggestions: Defrost.” (But it’s just a suggestion.)

5. On Tesco’s Tiramisu dessert (printed on box bottom): “Do not turn upside down.”??? (Oops, too late!)
6. On Marks & Spencer Bread Pudding: “Product will be hot after heating.” (As night follows the day . . .)

7. On packaging for a Rowenta iron: “Do not iron clothes on body.” (But wouldn’t this save even more time?)

-

8. On Boot’s Childrens’ Cough Medicine: Do not drive a car or operate machinery after taking this medication.”
(We could do a lot to reduce the rate of construction accidents if we could just get those 5-year-olds with head-colds off those forklifts.)

9. On Nytol Sleep Aid: “Warning: May cause drowsiness.” ??? (One would hope.)

10. On most brands of Christmas lights: “For indoor or outdoor use only.” (As opposed to what?)

11. On a Japanese food processor: “Not to be used for the other use.” (I gotta admit, I’'m curious)

12. On Sainsbury’s peanuts: “Warning: Contains nuts.” (NEWS FLASH!)

13. On an American Airlines packet of nuts: “Instructions: Open packet, eat nuts.” (Step 3: Fly Delta.)

14. On a child’s Superman costume: Wearing of this garment does not enable you to fly.” (I don’t blame the company. I blame parents for this one.)
15. On a bottle of Palmolive Dishwashing liquid: “Do not use on food.” (Hey mom we’re out of syrup! It’s okay honey, just grab the Palmolive!)

16. On a tube of Crest Toothpaste: “If swallowed, contact poison control.” (Oh please! Have you ever heard about someone dying from
swallowing a little toothpaste?)

17. On abottle of ALL laundry detergent: “Remove clothing before distributing in washing machine.” (Hey, no more swimming in the washing
machine kids . . . Aww, you mean we have to use the swimming pool?)

NSPE News

Are you or any of your friends or colleagues studying for the PE or
FE exam? NSPE offers valuable resources to help engineers pass
the PE and FE exams. To help you prepare for the Civil Engineering
PE Exam, the Virtual Education Corporation has created a multime-
dia electronic learning course.

This course is designed as a review course, where you choose the
topics you want to review for the exam. The topics are divided into
modules, each presenting a series of problems - in exactly the for-
mat you will encounter them on the actual PE Exam.

The course features a demonstration exam problem, where you can
call on as much or as little help as you need to solve this problem;

a practice problem with minimal help available; and a post-test,
where you’ll be on your own. The course will be available for pur-
chase online at the NSPE Web site, www.nspe.org.

Self-study review courses with practice mini-exams for the PE and
FE exams in all disciplines are also available through the MGI Man-
agement Institute. NSPE/MGI home study courses feature one-on-
one personal guidance and a toll-free help line for your questions.
MGT also offers a money back guarantee if you don’t pass the FE or
PE exam after using these MGI courses.
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Committee Announcements:

Education Committee

The Education Committee is still reviewing topics and searching for
additional ideas for the upcoming 2000 SEAC seminar. Please contact
Ben Nelson, Bruce Wolfe, Ed Buteyn, or Don Carroll with your
thoughts and seminar topic ideas. The seminar is slated for October
26" in the afternoon with much the same format as with previous
years. We have feedback from people attending last year’s seminar,
but always welcome and need your thoughts and input!

Legislative Committee

J.C. Moore is the Chairman of our Legislative Committee and has been
our liaison with the Colorado Engineering Council (CEC) for the past
several years. SEAC recently received notice that he has just been
installed as the Treasurer of the CEC for the coming year.

CONGRATULATIONS J.C.!

Membership Committee

SEAC is pleased to announce that member Ray Stewart was recently
nominated and voted upon by the Board of Director’s to receive “Life
Member” status. As specified by the SEAC Bylaws-Article 111, Ray
was nominated by an active SEAC member and approved by a vote of
the Directors during the April BOD meeting. Ray has been active in
SEAC for over 35 years, served as SEAC President in 1964, and has
been one of the most consistent participants in the Business Manage-
ment Committee. CONGRATULATIONS, RAY!

If you have questions about this committee, please contact Jerry
Maly at (303) 730-9056, jmaly@wje.com

SEAC
Wants
You!

Join and be
an active
member!

Available SEAC Publications for Purchase

GUIDE: Recommended Standard of Practice
price: $15 (members)

$20 (non-members)
Contact: -~
Bruce Wolfe, Structural Consultants, Inc. 303-399-5154 Q

. J

!

1997 Survey of Colorado Building Departments
price range: $20 to $100

Contact:

Henry Lopez303-447-2813

1971 Colorado Snow Load Report
price: $10

Contact:

Henry Lopez303-447-2813

1999 Seminar Proceedings:
Suggested Local Standard of Practice in the Precast and Steel Industries|
price: $15

Contact:

Bruce Wolfe, Structural Consultants, Inc. 303-399-5154

SEAC Investigates Legal Disputes

Some of our members have asked SEAC to look into the causes and
effects of a recent large increase in legal disputes involving multi-
unit housing. The basis of the disputes focuses on what the
standard of local practice has been or should be.

The Business Management Committee has discussed the issue, and
determined that it deserves additional study and coordination with
others, especially local building officials and involved lawyers. John
Reins has been appointed chairman of a new ad hoc committee to
address specifics. John will be contacting some of our members who
he knows have already been involved. If you want to participate in
the committee, John can be reached at Wiss, Janney, Elstner‘s
Littleton office.

Responses Needed for Survey

We have received very few responses to the plan to accumulate known
update revisions to the current SEAC Building Department Survey.
Dave Houdeshell is collecting them for inclusion in a future newsletter.
If you have any to share, you can send them to Dave at JVA via fax
(303) 444-1957 or email dhoudeshell@jvajva.com
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Directory of Building Codes and Regulations

The National Conference of States on Building Codes and Standards, Inc (NCSBCS) released the 2000 edition of its popular “Directory of
Building Codes and Regulations.”

The two-volume directory covers each of the 50 states and all major U. S. cities. It is a comprehensive collection of the most current data on
building codes and regulations adopted and enforced throughout the U. S. They also list the code agencies and relevant building depart-
ments for each jurisdiction with contact names, addresses, phone and fax numbers. More information can be obtained from the NCSBCS
website at www.ncsbcs.org Online Bookstore.

From the Denver Building Department

Pete Bemelen of the Denver Building Department has recently provided information to Don Pyle on the City’s current “Fire Truck Loading”
requirements, Section 1603.7. On-grade plaza levels with useable spaces below such as parking garages shall be designed for Fire Truck

Loading.

b
It is the Fire Department’s policy not to drive on ramps for parking / \ Don’t forget to mal.(e
garages. Any new project with the possibility of a fire truck to be your phone reservation
located on the structure shall be reviewed by and with the fire depart- for this month’s me eting
ment. The contact named in his memo is Dave Clark (303) 640-4349. A
Plan View of Fire Department Apparatus Loading is also available. It by noon on J uly 10!
shows current requirements for wheel and outrigger loads and ar- Call Tonja at 303-860-9021
rangement.

Published bimonthly by the Structural Engineers Association of Colorado, to disseminate news to its members and to persons, firms or groups interested in or
involved with the profession of Structural Engineering. Copy appearing in the SEAC Newsletter is not to be construed as an endorsement of any product, service
or company. Portions of this publication may be reproduced, provided credit is given the source.
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